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o Amendment to the klnt,er'c'o‘nnéction Agreement
By ayn’yd Between BellSouth Telecommunicatiyons, Inc.

- And US LEC of Tennessee Inc.
. Dated January 1, 2000

| ‘This Agreement (the “Amendment’;) IS made by and between US LEC of ‘Tennessee
Inc., a Delaware corporation (“US LECY) and BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc., a Georgia
~corporation (“BellSouth”)and shall be deemed effective onJune 14, 2001.. T

} 'WHEREAS BellSouth and US LEC entered into an Interconnection Agreement effective
- January 1, 2000 (the“‘lnte}rconnection Agreement”); and Y e T
~ WHEREAS, BellSouth and US LEC desire to amend the Interconnection Agreement to

- datedJanuary1,2000; . 7 U AR

~ NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual provisions contained herein and

other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby

- -acknowledged, US LEC and BellSouth (individually, a “Party” and collectively, the “Parties”)

hereby covenant and agree as follows: -~ ST i

1. The Parties hereby mutually agree to delete in its entirety the definition of “Local = o

Traffic’ contained in Part B of the General Terms and Conditions of the Agreement and replace
* it with the following: = e D e L T . SRR
- Local Traffic is defined as any telephone call that originates in one exchange and
- terminates in either the same exchange, or a corresponding Extended Area o
- Service (“EAS”) exchange. The terms Exchange, and EAS exchanges are
- defined and specified in Section A3 of BellSouth’s General Subscriber Service
~ Tariff, - RS e T IR -

2. The ‘Partie$~hereb.y mutual_ly agree to deleté in its entirety Attachment 3 of the
~ Agreement and to replace it with the new Attachment 3, which is attached hereto and
incorporated herein by this reference. LR ol ‘

‘3. The Parties hereby mutually agree to incorporate into Attachment 12 of the

- Interconnection Agreement the intercarrier compensation rates for ISP-bound traffic, which are ,

-attached hereto as Exhibit 1 and incorporated herein by this reference.

4. The Parties hereby mutually agree that the current rates for Local
. Interconnection that are contained in Attachment 12 of the Interconnection Agreement will -
~_remain effective until November 3, 2002. Effective on November 4, 2002, the Parties agree to -

- delete the rates for Local Interconnection in their entirety and replace them with the new rates. - _

| ~ contained in Exhibit 2, which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference.

.5 The Parties hvereby mutuélly agrée to deléte in its entirety the following Section 3 a
. from the Adoption Papers, - P TR T R Ry e
A 3. The term of this Agreement shall be from the effective date as set forth N
- above and shall expire as set forth in Section 1.1 of the XO Tennessee
EYRN Interconnection 'Agreement.'For‘the purposes of determining" R

- Tenhessee
09/1 1/02 :




_ the expiration date of this Agresment pursuant to sectlon 1.10f the
lnterconnectton Agreement the effectrve date shall be November 4,
1999. L . _ i

and replace it with the following, o

3. The term of this Agreement shall be from the effective date as set forth ”
above and shall explre as of December 31 2003. - '

- ‘6. Allof the other provrstons of the Interconnectron Agreement shail re'main S
' unchanged and in, full force and effect ' v A ‘

v 7. Elther or both of the Parties are authonzed to submlt this Amendment to the -
. appropnate State Public Service Commissions or other Regulatory Agencies for approval
v subject to Sectlon 252 (e) of the Federal Telecommunlcatlons Act of 1996.

'. IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Parttes hereto have caused this Amendment to be executed by

S their respective duly authonzed representatlves on the date rndlcated betow o

US LEC of Tennessee Inc o BellSouth Telecommumcatlons Inc '
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S 'Attachment 3
Page1 -
| | | Local lnterco'nnectibh -
 BeliSouth shall provide US LEC interconnection with BellSouth's network for the
- transmission and routing of telephone exchange service and exchange access on the
following terms: .~ e T A | EERR

1. Local Traffic Exchange

11 Local Traffic: Local traffic shall be as defined in Part B of the General

~Terms and Conditions of this Agreement.” All other traffic that originates
and terminates between end users within a LATA boundary shall be -
- defined as toll traffic. In no event shall the local traffic area for purposes
~of local call termination billirig between the parties be decreased.

12 Interconnection Points. Local interconnection shall be"available‘at any -
- technically feasible point within BellSouth’s network, including, at
- minimum, the following points: RN SR ' :

121 Linesside of local switch;
122 ' Truhk;s'ide of Io',c‘al‘v swi‘t‘c‘:h;"" : , B
123 Trunk inté'rcohnéc‘ﬁt:ion’poihts fbr taﬁdem switéh; | re
124 g "Ce‘ntrai office c.rofss-convneCt "poi"nt‘}s;,’f T
125 Outof-band signal transfor points; o S
126 B Appllicablev Un'btjn:dlked NétWérk Element péints,:,'anvdbény thér teChhiCally'

- feasible point, including SLCs and vaults. SER

127 Pursuantto S'ec’:tion,Sv‘o'f tl;lé'}A'gi'eeme’nt, requests for i'ntércbnnebtion,"at |
S - other points may be made through the Bona Fide Request process set .
forth in Attachment 10. S Tt R P S S L

1.3 Percent Local Use, ‘When traffic other than local traffic is routed on the .
o _ same facilities as local traffic, each party shall report to the othera
- Percentage Local Usage (“PLU"). The application of the PLU will R
- determine the amount of local ninutes to be billed to the other party. For . -
~ . purposes of developing the PLU, each party shall consider every local call
~ and every long distance call. Effective on the first of January, April, July
~and October of each year, BellSouth and US LEC shall provide a positive
- report updating the PLU. Detailed requirements associated with PLU ,
reporting shall be as set forth in BellSouth’s Standard Percent Local Use
“Reporting Platform for Interconnection Purchasers, as it is amended from
time to time during this Agreement., e T T s

US LEC of Tennessee Inc.
o Too3/0z
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| Audits, Oh‘thirt'y (30) days wrift_én ‘n'o'tice,‘ each party shall provide the

other the ability and opportunity to conduct an annual audit to ensure the ,

Pproper billing of traffic. BellSouth and US LEC shall retain records of call

detail for a minimum of nine months from which a PLU can be

~ascertained. The audit shall be accomplished during normal 'businéss ,
hours at an office designated by the party being audited. Audit requests s
. shall not be submitted more frequently than one (1) time per calendar -

year. Audits shall be performed by a mutually acceptable independent

- auditory paid for by the party requesting the audit. The PLU shall be ,
- adjusted based upon the audit results and shall apply to the usage for the

quarter the audit was completed, to the usage for the quarter prior to the

~completion of the audit, and to the usage for the two quarters following the

completion of the audit. If, as a result of an audit, either party is found to
have overstated the PLU by twenty percentage points (20%) or more, that

. party shall reimburse the auditing party for the cost of the audit.

Percentage Interstate Usage. For combined interstate and intrastate US
LEC traffic terminated by BellSouth over the same facilities, US LEC shall

provide a projected Percentage Interstate Usage (“PIU") to BellSouth. All

- Jurisdictional report requirements, rules and regulations for Interexchange

- Carriers specified in BellSouth’s Intrastate Access Services Tariff shall .
~apply to US LEC. After interstate and intrastate traffic percentages have
.~ been determined by use of PIU procedures, the PLU factor shall be used :

- for application and billing of local interconnection and intrastate toll access :

charges.

Unidentified Local Traffic. Whenever BellSouith delivers traffic to US LEC
- for termination on the US LEC's network, if BellSouth cannot determine

whether the traffic is local or toll, BellSouth shall apply the percentages
associated with identifiable local and toll traffic to the unidentified local

& traffic. BellSouth_,shall make appropriate billing adjustments if USLEC
- can provide sufficient information for BellSouth to determine whether

unidentified traffic is local or toll. ‘If BellSouth deploys an NXX code

~across its local calling areas in such a manner that US LEC cannot

determine whether the traffic it delivers to BellSouth is local or toll, this

B - subsection shall apply to BellSouth andto USLEC. = |

' Trénéit‘TraffiC at the Local Tandem. BellSouth shall proVide tandem =

switching and transport at local tandems where US LEC has established a
point of interconnection for the purposes of the termination of local traffic

‘between US LEC and other telecommunications carries having a point of
~interconnection with BellSouth at the same local tandem or other local

tandems within the same Local Calling Area. Where an agreement is
required by a third party telecommunications service provider, US LEC

- shall be responsible for coordinating with such third party R
- telecommunications service provider to establish the terms by which traffic
- shall be exchanged. R P S 3 =

- Us LEC o,fTénne_sseé’lnc. v
" ©09/03/02




1.6.1

162
163

164

165

166

1.7

~Upon the execution of this Agreement, BellSouth and US LEC shall
- immediately commence using their best efforts to expedite
- implementation of this arrangement. RN

Attachment3
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us LEC must install two way trunking for this service and shall direct g
traffic to be terminated to BellSouth’s network or to other carriers over

~ said two way trunks. BellSouth shall route all transit traffic from other

5 carriers to US LEC over said two way trunks. BellSouth shall not charge
any other carrier or customer for said two way trunks. : R

The local tandem must be equipped with the récordihg and billing capécity'v »

to measure third party traffic. AtUS LEC's request, BellSouth shall-

o identify all such local tandems. BellSouth shall notify US LEC promptly'v'}, i
- When a local tandem becomes equipped with this capacity so that US '
 LEC can request any necessary facilities changes (e.g., local tandem

trunk translations, trunk augmentations). -

‘BellSouth méy’deveiop a rate to recover its costs of notifying US LEC of

NXXs that-are homed off the local tandem: Any such rate shall be

- assessed when a new NXX code for a transiting carrier is activated in the
~local tandem. The rate contemplated, if any, shall be developed pursuant
- to the appropriate cost recovery methodology adopted by the state '

regulatory body. If the Parties cannot agree on the appropriate rate to be 8

. charged, either Party may utilize the dispute resolution process set forth in -

the General Terms and Conditions of this Agreement.

‘The tandem infercdnnectionZCha:rgés as set vf‘orth_lin At‘t'a'chr‘nent‘ 12 shall

US LEC 'rhay request that Bellalso‘uth prdvide suCh,interrﬁediary tandem

- switching services at local tandems where the local tandem is not, as of

the date of this Agreement, technically capable of providing such services.

In such cases, US LEC shall pay BellSouth its pro rata share of the.

reasonable costs, if any, associated with accelerating the ‘deployment_vof" :

- necessary software.

* Mutual Provision of Access Service. When BellSouth and US LEC

provide an access service connection between an interexchange carrier
(“IXC”) and each other, each party shall provide its own access services to

- the IXC on a multi-bill, multi-tariff meet-point basis. Each party shall billits |
~ Own access services rates to the IXC with the exception of the - I

interconnection charge. The interconnection charge shall be billed by the

- party providing the end office function. BellSouth shall use the Multiple
Exchange Carrier Access Billing system to establish meet point billing for

all applicable traffic, including traffic terminating to ported numbers. 30-
day billing periods shall be employed for these arrangements. The '

recording party shall provide to the initial billingcompany, at no charge,

©uUs LEC of Tennessee Inc. B
o 00/03/02
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- Rates. Rates for interconne
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the switched access detailed usage data within a reasonable time after

= the usage is recorded. The initial billing company shall provide the

switched access summary usage data to all subsequent billing ,Cdmpan_ies '

within 10 days of rendering the initial bill to the IXC.

ction of local tra’ffic Onkthe‘BelISou}th nét\Ndrk;,'

~as described in this Section, are set out in Attachment 12. Compensation - ‘
for interconnection shall be reciprocal, as set out in Section 8 below, and

shall reflect the fixed and non-recurring costs incurred. Recurring and

‘non-recurring rates associated with interconnecting trunk groups between

BellSouth and US LEC are as set forth in Attachment 12. To the extent a
rate associated with the interconnecting trunk group is not set forth in ,
Attachment 12, the rates shall be as set forth in the appropriate BellSouth

| intrastate or interstate access tariff.

Exchange of IntraL ATA Toll Traffic

 Exchange of intral ATA toll traffic baiweari Bellsputh and networks shall  \

occur as follows:

 Intral ATA Toll Traffic. IntraL ATA toll traffic is traffi that is not Local

Traffic, as defined in Section 1.1 above.

 Delivery of intraL ATA toll  traffic. For terminating its toll traffic on the other

‘company’s network, each party shall pay BellSouth's current intrastate

terminating switched access rate, inclusive of the Interconnection Charge

- and the Carrier Common Line rate elements of the switched access rate.
~ See BellSouth’s Intrastate Access Services Tariff. Provided, however,
~ that may apply its own access tariffs upon applicable commission

approval. -

Rates. Fdroriginating and terminating toll traffic, each party shall pay the
- other BellSouth’s intrastate or interstate whichever is appropriate, S
switched network access service rate elements (or 's access service rate

- elements where approved by a commission per above) on a per minute of

- use basis. Applicable rate elements are set out in BellSouth's Access.
- Services Tariffs. The appropriate charges shall be determined by the
- routing of the call. If is the BellSouth end user's presubscribed
- interexchange carrier, or if the BellSouth end user uses asan
~ interexchange carrier on a 10XXX basis, BellSouth shall charge the
- appropriate tariff charges for originating network access services. If L
"BellSouth is sarving'as' end user’s presubscribed interexchange carrieror

if's end user uses BellSouth as an interexchange carrier on a 10XXX o
basis, shall charge BellSouth the appropriate BellSouth tariff charges for

S US LEC‘prehneséée Inc.
R 1 09/03/02
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- originating network access servicesor 's access service rate elements

~ where approved by a commission per above,

Additional Interconnection, To the extent provides intra ATA toll service
- to its customers, it may be necessary for it to interconnect at additional -

interconnection points, i.e. end offices, local tandems, or access tandems.

- Such interconnection shall not be on a reciprocal basis.

- Compensation for 800 Traffic. Each party shall compensate the other - j

. pursuant to the appropriate originating switched access charges, including

 the database query charge, for the origination of 800 traffic terminated to _
the other party. ~ S R R TR s . :

800 Access Screening. Should US LEG require 800 Access Ten Digit

- Screening Service from BellSouth, it shall have signaling transfer points

connecting directly to BellSouth’s local or regional signaling transfer point |

. for service control point database query information. US LEC shall utilize ¥
- SS87 signaling links, ports and usage as set forth in Attachment 2. US LEC

will not utilize switched access FGD service. 800 Access Ten Digit

- Screening Service is an originating service that is provided via 800

Switched Access Service trunk groups from BellSouth’s SS7 equipped
end office or access tandem providing an IXC identification function and

| delivery of a call to the IXC based on the dialed ten digit number. The

terms and conditions for this service are set out in BellSouth’s Intrastate

- ~Access Services Tariff as amended.

L Methods of 'ln'te‘rc'onhe'ctiqn |

Upon US LEC’é "r"equest,‘ BellS,dtJth sh-all prov.ide. iyn'tei"conn‘ection 'betwéen_ f
BellSouth Network Elements provided to US LEC and US LEC’s network -

~ at transmission rates designated by US LEC, including, but not limited to
" DS1, DS3 and STS-1. o PR R ‘ R
Traffic shall be cbmbihed and routed as follows: | | ,

. BéllSdut’h/‘s"hé}ll provide direct trunks for }IOCéI”ajnd intraLATA traffic, and o
- ISP-bound traffic (except 911, directory assistance, operator services and

-other services that may require special routing) and, at US LEC’s request,
- BellSouth shall allow US LEC to route such traffic either directlytoa

BellSouth’s tandem or directly to a BellSouth end office.

.' At US LEC's request, BelﬁlSout’h" shall receive US LEC "tra‘f‘fic destined to

BellSouth Operator Systems N‘eMorkElerhe_nt,on trunks froma US LEC e

~end office or a US LEC tandem. S

| us LEC of Tehnéssee Inc.
PRACHI - 09/03/02
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. be provided in a “meet point’ arrangement.

~ Attachment 3
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At US LEC's request, BellSouth shall receive US LEC CAMA-ANI

~ (Centralized Automatic Message Accounting — Automatic Number

Identification) traffic destined to BellSouth B911 ‘PS‘A-Ps, orE911

tandems, on trunks from a US LEC end office.

" BellSouth shall combine and toutevtréffic to and from other local carriers
- and interLATA carriers to US LEC through the BellSouth network, and at

- USLEC's request, BellSouth shall record and keep records of such traffic
for US LEC billing purposes. - R LN S T

~ The parties agree to implement the most efficient trunking arrangementto
- exchange all traffic. For purposes of this Section, “most efficient” means
~ the fewest number of trunks required to carry a forecasted load at P.01 -
- grade of service. e :

BellSouth and US LEC shall use their best efforts to implement the most
efficient interconnection architecture on a going forward basis. The

, parties agree to meet every six months for the duration of this Agreement,
. commencing with the Effective Date, to analyze the trunk recording
- capabilities and define the administration M&Ps by which efficient
~ interconnection shall be properly implemented. When these M&Ps are
~agreed to by the parties, BellSouth and US LEC shall utilize two-way -
- trunks for origination and termination of local and intral ATA traffic.

 All trunking provided by BellSouth shall adhere to the applicable

performance requirements set,forth‘in_'thiszgreement.f S

At US LEC's request, BellSouth shall provide for overflow routing from a

given high usage trunk group or groups onto another final tandem trunk -
group.

~ BellSouth and US LEC shall agree on the establishment o‘f‘tvwo‘-Way trunk

groups for the exchange of traffic for other IXCs. These trunk groups can

“Interconnection shall be made available upon US LEC’s request atany
- technically feasible point of interface. All trunk interconnections shall be >
~ provided, including SS7; MF, DTMF, Dial Pulse, PRI-ISDN (where ;

- available), DID (Direct Inward Dialing), CAMA-ANI, and trunking

necessary to provide interim number portability. -

- Trunk Interface Requirements.

" '8911/E91 1 Trunks. Ifa mhnicipality has convertéd to E911 sérvice,‘US,} o

LEC shall forward 911 calls to the appropriate E911 primary tandem,

| ~along with ANI, based upon the current E911 end office to tandem homing, R

arrangement as provided by BellSouth. [f the primary tandem trunks are

- hot yavvailable,} US LEC shalll alternatively route the call to adesignated 7-

Wi ~ US LEC of Tennessee Inc.
§ - 09/03/02 -
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392

: ,TAwo—Wavarunks_ This trunk grmjp' shall combine BellSo ,
. traffic to US LEC and US LEC's terminating traffic to BellSouth onto one
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digit local number residing in the appropriate PSAP. This call shall be -

“ transported over BellSouth’s interoffice network and will not carry the ANI

of the calling party, which is’at parity to BellSouth’s handling of 911 calls S

- from its customers.

Local Switch and”Access Tandem Trunks.

o 'BellSouthi'fshall"vprovide trunk grou-ps,’prOVisioned' ’ekcluSivély to éa’rfy S
- interLATA traffic, as designated by USLee.

' BeliSouth shall provide SS7 trunks wh'ich'prbvidevSS?'intetcOnnéCﬁon. At

US LEC's request, MF trunks may be substituted for SS7 trunks where
applicable. BT R RIS R

_BellSouth shall,si}multanewsly route calls based on dialed digits (in -

accordance with the standard GR-317-CORE), and Carrier ldentificati'oynv

| . Code (in accordance with the standard GR-394-CORE) over a single ss7
utrunkgro_up‘.» R LT e Tl e

BellSouth Obérat¢r ‘Se‘r'VECesvTrUnk.; i

B 'Fdi"trafﬁc from BellSouth's network to US LEC for Operator SérVices, ‘
- BeliSouth shali provide one trunk group per NPA served by the local
'Be‘llSouth_switch. ' A R

~ BellSouth shall provide sUch'trunks'as" one-way trunks from VBeIISvouvthv
netWorktothe US LEC network.' o T Lhemi

i T‘rUnking"Ogtions.. Each of the following‘truh.kin'g'avrrangemeh:ts"shéll be

- available at US LEC's option, unless BellSouth demonstrates, consistent

- with objectively verifiable engineering standards, that such arrangement is
';nottechnicallyfeasible,' = B R NI S

uth’s t.erm'ihatin'gi B

trunk group. This arrangement is a substitute for US LEC'’s one-way trunk -

- group to BellSouth and BellSouth’s one-way trunk group to US LEC for .
- terminating traffic. US LEC may order this trunk group to any switch in the
BellSouth network, including end‘office'switc':hes,i = A o

vSup_'er'Groug' . This trunkgrOup shall combine'the trunk group(s) S R
- terminating BellSouth’s traffic to US LEC and US LEC’s terminating traffic =
- to BellSouth, together with the two-way trunk group that allows BellSouth

to provide an intermediary switching functionality, whereby ALECs can -
route calls from the network of other ALECs, IXCs, ITCs, Wireless

- Carriers, etc., on a single two-way trunk group. US LEC may order this
trunk group to any switch in the BellSouth network which has recording -
capability. =~ A S o

T ‘us LEC of Tennessee Inc.
“ ~©09/03/02
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~ Multiple Tandem Access. This ar'rangé‘me.nt'yshall'proVidé for brdering "

interconnection to a single access tandem or, at a minimum, less than all _ :

access tandems, within the LATA for US LEC’s terminating traffic, L
BellSouth’s terminating traffic, and transit traffic to and from other ALECs, -

| - IXCs, ITCs, Wireless Carriers, etc.. This arrangement can be ordered in
- any of the aforementioned configurations (i.e., one-way trunks, two-way

trunks, and/or super group).

This inﬁt‘erc'ohnection to the local tandem will be provisioned as two one

way trunk groups or as a two way trunk group, at US LEC’s option. This

~interconnection is for US LEC’s terminating local traffic to BellSouth end

offices within the local calling area served by this local tandem, and

likewise BellSouth will terminate local traffic from these end offices to US

LEC.

1 Chérdes for TwoéWav' Trunk Gmu@ i

Nonrecurring and _récufring charges for two-way trunk groups shall be pro
rated based upon the percentage of traffic carried over a particular trunk =~

- group. If that percentage cannot be determined, the costs of providing

such trunking shall be shared equally by the Parties, subject to

- subsequent true-up based on the amount of traffic actually carried over’
. such trunk groups. - R

~ Network Design and Mana "en‘len‘f for |ntercbn‘hec'tiol‘1“ - ~
- Network Management and Changes. BellSouth shall work cooperaively
with US LEC to install and maintain the most effective and reliable =~

interconnected telecommunications networks, including but not limited to,

- the exchange of toll-free maintenance contact numbers and escalation
. procedures. BellSouth shall provide public notice of changes in the

information necessary for the transmission and routing of services using

- its local exchange facilities or networks, as well as of any other changes
- that would affect the 'inte‘roperability_ of those facilities and networks.

Interconnection Technical Standards. The interconnection of all networks

shall be based upon accepted industry/national guidelines for

- transmission standards and traffic blocking criteria. The Parties shall
~meet to establish how such standards shall apply.’ Interconnecting
- facilities shall conform, at a minimum, to the telecommunications industry
. standard of DS-1 pursuant to BellCore Standard No. TR-NWT-00499.

Signal transfer point, SS7 connectivity is required at each interconnection

“point. BellSouth shall provide out-of-band signaling and in-band signaling o

o us LEC of Tennessee Inc.
SRR ~ 09/03/02
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using Common Channel Signaling Access Capability where technically
feasible, in accordance with the technical specifications set forth in the
BellSouth Guidelines to Technical Publication, TR—TSV—OOOQOS.} The
facilities of each party shall provide the necessary on-hook, off-hook
answer and disconnect supervision and shall hand off calling number ID

‘when technically feasible.

" Network Management Controls. The Parties shall meet qUartérly to’

develop and implement sound network management principles and
controls, such as call gapping, to alleviate or prevent network congestion,
and ensure that US LEC traffic traversing the BellSouth network does not

experience greater;‘blockin‘g' than BellSouth traffic traversing the network.

~ Common Chahhel Signalin BellSouth shall provide LEC{to-LEC v MG

- features and functions, except for call return. BellSouth shall provide all

CCS signaling parameters, including automatic number identification :
("ANI), originating line information (*OLI”), calling company category,
charge number, etc. All privacy indicators shall be honored, and

‘BeliSouth shall cooperate with US LEC on the exchange of Transactioyhval

Capabilities Application Part (“TCAP") messages to facilitate full

[interoperability of CCS-based features between-the respeCtive- netv_vorks. S

Forecasting Requirements.

v 'fr‘om all custo,mers in their respective designated service areas. ,

~ Both parties shall meet every tttree, 'rvn'onthvs,' or at o'thérWi‘s'.e‘mUtually ‘

agreeable intervals, for the purpose of exchanging non-binding forecasts
of their traffic and volume requirements for th}e-interconnection_ and ,
Network Elements provided under this Agreement, in the form and in such

. detail as agreed by the Parties. Section 5.6.3 co_n‘tain”s guidelines T

© USLEC of Tennessee Ino.
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“regarding trunk f’orecasts,'t_hev forecast 'meeﬁngs and méeﬁng intervals

that the Parties can use to form the basis of their agreement. The Parties |
agree that each forecast provided under this Section 5.6.2 shall be

~ deemed “Confidential Information” under the General Terms and
Conditions — Part A of this Agreement. L :

The trunk forecast should include trunk requiremehts for all of the

interconnecting trunk groups for the current year plus the next two future

Years. The forecast meeting between the two companies could be a face-
to-face meeting, video conference or audio conference. It could be held

- regionally or based on some other geographic area. Ideally, these

forecast meetings should be held at least semi-annually, or more often if

 the forecast is no longer usable. Updates to a forecast, or portions

thereof, should be made whenever the Party providing the forecast deems
that the latest trunk requirements exceed the original quantities by 24

~trunks or 10%, whichever is greater. Either Party should notify the othei" B

Party if they'have_'measurements indicating that a trunk group is

- exceeding its designed call carrying capacity and is impacting other trunk

groups in the network. Also, either Party should notify the other Party if -

- they know of situations where the traffic load is expected to increase

significantly, thus affecting the interconnecting trunk requirements as well

- as the trunk requirements within the other Party’s network. The Parties
- agree that the forecast info-rmationvprovided,under this Section shall be -

- deemed “Confidential Information” under Section 10 of the General Terms
and Conditions of this Agreement. R T

“In addition to, and not in lieu of, 'th}evnon-bindi'ng‘ forécabst"s“‘requir"ed :byV ;

’  Section 5.6.2, a Party that is required pursuant to this Agreement to

provide a forecast (the “Forecast Provider”), or a Party that is entitied -

_pursuant to this Agreement to receive a forecast (the “Forecast - :
Recipient”) with respect to traffic and volume requirements for the

--services and network elements provided under this Agreement, may -
-request that the other Party enter into negotiations to establish a forecast

(a "Binding Forecast”) that commits such Forecast Provider to purchase,

_.and such Forecast Recipient to provide, a specified volume to be utilized
- as set forth in such Binding Forecast. The Forecast Providerand

Forecast Recipient shall negotiate the terms of such Binding Fo'recast:fin' |

- good faith and shall include in such Binding Forecast provisions regarding "

price, quantity, liability for failure to perform under a Binding Forecast and

: any other terms desired by such Forecast Provider and Forecast
- Recipient. The Parties agree that each forecast provided under this

Section shall be deemed “Confidential Information” under the General )
Terms and Conditions — Part A of this Agreement. Notwithstanding the

: foregoing, under no circumstance should either Party be required to enter e
~into a Binding Forecast as described in this Section.”

- us LEC of Tennessee Inc,
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~ completion rate and transmission quality.

~ Attachment 3
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 Fora non-binding trunk forecast, agreement between the two Parties on -
‘the trunk quantities and the timeframe of those trunks does not imply any

liability for failure to perform if the trunks are not available fo‘r\ use atthe

~ Tequired time.

* Call Information. BellSouth shall provide US LEC with the proper call

information, i.e., originated call company number and destination call '
company number, CIC and 0ZZ, including all proper translations for N

. routing between networks and any information necessary for billing where
 BellSouth provides recording capabilities. The exchange‘of.in‘on:,rm_ation is
’ required to enable each party to bill properly. Lo

 Parityin Ordering and Provisioning =~

~ BeliSouth shall provide interconnection bfdvei'ving and provisioning services

to US LEC at parity to the ordering and provisioning services BellSouth =

¥ provides to itself, its affiliates, other telecommunications carriers, and -

BellSouth end users. Detailed procedures for ordering and provisioning

~ BellSouth interconnection services are set forth in the BellSouth Ordering

Guide for CLECs.

Local Diayli}ng Paj'ity‘

- BellSouth shall provide local dialing parity, meaning that USLEC- }
- customers will not have to dial any greater number of digits than BellSouth
~customers to complete }the“ same call. In addition, BellSouth shall ensure

that US LEC local service customers shall experience at least the same =
-quality as BellSouth local service customers regarding post-dial delay, call

- Reciprocal Comgy'en‘sﬁatiorf'}l‘ | 0 | ;
~ The Parties agree that charges for Local Traffic, local transit traffic and o
~ MTA traffic shall be the elemental rates set forth in Attachment 12. The |

~ Parties agree that the single rate for ISP-bound traffic shall be the

~ applicable single rate set forth in Attachment 12 in accordance with the =~
FCC’s ISP Order on Remand. For service elements not encompassed by

- Attachment 12, at the rates set forth in applicable Switched Access tariffs S
~oras otherwise agreed by the Parties, - =~ B o

ISP-bound Traffic is defined as calls to an ihfc)rmatioh service prb\kider or

~Internet service provider ("ISP”) that are dialed by using a local dialing :

~ USLEC of Tennessee Inc,
S 09/03/02
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pattern (7 or 10 digits) by a calling party in one Local Calling Areatoan
ISP server or modem in the same Local Calling Area, ISP-bound Traffic

“is not Local Traffic subject to reciprocal compensation, but instead is b
~information access traffic:sub_ject the FCC’s jurisdiction. : L

 Notwithstanding the definitions of Local Traffic and ISP-bound traffic

above, and pursuant to the FCC's Order on Remand and Report and

- Order in CC Docket 99-68 released April 27,2001 (“ISP Order on’ ,
- Remand”), BellSouth and US LEC agree to the rebuttable presumption
~ that all combined circuit switched Local and ISP-bound Traffic delivered to

BellSouth or US LEC that exceeds a 3:1 ratio of terminating to originating- B

- ftraffic on a statewide basis shall be considered I1SP-bound traffic for
. compensation purposes. BellSouth and US LEC further agree to the
~ rebuttable presumption that all combined circuit switched Local and ISP-
‘bound Traffic delivered to BellSouth or US LEC that does not exceed a
- 3:1 ratio of terminating to originating traffic on a statewide basis shall be -
- considered Local Traffic for compensation purposes. VL

For I,SPQbOUnd traffic éxchanged during ihe year 20.0}1, compensétion at

- therates set forth in the ISP Order on Remand and in Attachment 12 of -
this Agreement shall be applicable for minutes only up to a ceiling equalto

- the number of ISP bound minutes for which the terminating party was -
- entitled to compensation in the first quarter of 2001'annuali2edr, plusaten
- percent growth factor. Any minutes above such ceiling shall not be - -
- compensable. T e T e T T

- For ISP-bound traffic exchanged during the year 2002, "cohﬁpensat'iOh at
- the rates set forth in the ISP Order on Remand and in Attachment 12 of

- this Agreement shall be applicable for minutes only up to a ceiling equalto |
- the number of ISP bound minutes for which the terminating party was o
- entitled to compensation in 2001, plusaten p

rcent growth fac‘tor.:: Any s

“minutes above such ceiling shall not be compensable. A

~ For ISP-bound traffic exchanged during the year 2003, compensationat
- the rates set forth in the ISP Order on Remand and in Attachment 12 of =~
this Agreement shall be applicable for minutes only up to a ceiling equalto
- the number of ISP bound minutes for which the terminating party was =~

entitled to compensation in 2002. Any minutes above such ceiling shall.

~ notbe compensable.

The delivery of traffic which transits the BellSouth network and is

transported to another carrier's network shall be excluded from any
BellSouth billing guarantees. Such traffic shall be delivered at the rates

. _stipulated in this Agre_em‘ﬂent»o_r} by tariff to a terminating carrier. BellSouth

. Us LEC of Tennessee Inc.

090302




 Attachment3 =

, S | i Page 13
- shall not be liable for any compensation to the terminating carrier. An
agreement or valid order with the terminating carrier shall be established
prior to the delivery of any transit traffic to BellSouth destined for the
particular carrier's network. Further, US LEC shall compensate BellSouth
for any charges or costs for the delivery of transit traffic to a connecting
- carrier on behalf of CLEC for which a valid contract or order has not been
established. BellSouth shall compensate US LEC for all local and all
- internet service provider-bound traffic (“ISP-Bound Traffic”) delivered to
- US LEC as provided in this Interconnection Agreement, less the minutes “
of such traffic for which BeliSouth provides a transit function for another LR
carrier and for which BellSouth provides US LEC with sufficient and timely .
Exchange Message Record (‘EMR”) format data identifying an originating
carrier other than BellSouth and the amount of such traffic originated by .
- said originating carrier to allow US LEC to timely bill that originating carrier
for such traffic. Further, BellSouth shall cooperate with US LEC to provide
information to US LEC and otherwise cooperate with US LEC to allow US
- LEC to bill any carrier for whom BellSouth transmitted traffic to US LEC, .
and BellSouth shall provide available information to US LEC necessaryto
the resolution of any such billing dispute. -~~~ 7

' USLECof Temnessee Inc.
o " 00/03i02
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